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Course Objectives  
We have an odd dichotomy in this country. On the one hand, many people say they can’t 
stand and/or don’t understand government/politics. Yet, frequently those same people 
have some fairly decided opinions as to the kind of society they want to live in. What 
kinds of decisions they should normally be able be free to make and actions to take, And 
they have some pretty decided opinions as to what government should or shouldn’t do. 
Those are essentially political discussions. What we will be doing in this course is taking 
a methodical, organized exploration of our American political system. We will discuss 
what opinions people have and why and what options people have when it comes to 
implementing, taking actions based on needs and desires.  
Democracy is based on the idea that an informed public can engage in rational discussion 
that leads to decision-making in public affairs. Therefore we will approach American 
government as a series of questions worthy of answering. Many of the questions have 
both a theoretical and a practical component.  
With this course in American government our goal is to expand your knowledge of the 
basic structure of our government, the ideologies which propel politicians and citizens 
and the complex interrelationship between the two. You will further develop and enhance 
your critical reading and writing skills. 
 
 
Course Requirements 
Exploration and comprehension require discussion therefore discussion and participation 
are essential as is evidence that you have read the required textbook assignments before 
discussion. There will be three exams, two short papers and several small writing 
assignments. 
 
In Brief 
Discussion Forum/Participation – 5-10 points each 
Occasional Assignments – 5-10 points each 
Exams – 100 points each, 300 points total 
Writing Assignments/Papers – 100 points total 

Make up Policy 
If you cannot take an exam at the scheduled time because of health or personal problems, 
you may take a make-up exam, subject to the following conditions: 

1) You must notify me before the exam. If you are going to miss an exam, you will 
know ahead of time. Send an email, call, do not use carrier pigeons. If you do not let 
me know before the exam you will receive a zero for that exam. 

2) No one may take more than one make up exam except under extraordinary 
circumstances. 



Absences:  
Learning is both an individual and a community experience. If you understand the 
material well, we need your insights and observations. If you don’t understand the 
material, we need your questions.  

The taxpayers of North Carolina have given up a good chunk of change so that you can 
benefit from a public university education. Let’s not waste anyone’s money. Come to 
class. Three absences allowed, 15 point deduction from your final point total for each 
additional absence. 

Special Needs 
If you have special needs that will affect your ability to learn in this class, let me know 
and appropriate steps will be taken to assist you. 

Blackboard 
I use Blackboard extensively, normally. But with the recent upgrade I may also use 
Dropbox to share files as I am learning to use the new and improved Blackboard. I will 
work so that you will find another copy of the syllabus, course calendar in the ‘Course 
Information’ folder. Rubrics for the papers can be found in the ‘Course Documents’ 
folder. In the discussion forums you will find one, ‘Questions for the professor’ which I 
will check everyday, M-F. One forum is for you to get in touch with fellow students, 
‘Coffeehouse.’ There are also some assignments in the forums. Reading questions can be 
found in the ‘Assignments’ folder. 

Honor 
The university’s Academic Integrity Policy is available via the web at: 
http://www.uncg.edu80/Leg/Policy/HonorPolicy.html 
 
 
Course Outline 
1.  American Political Culture 
2.: Revolution and the Constitution  
3.  Federalism 
4.  Civil Liberties and Rights 
 
First Exam 
 
5. Voting and Elections 
6. Political Parties 
7. Interest Groups 
8. The Media 
 
Second Exam 
 
11. The Congress 
12. The Presidency 
13. The Courts 
Final Exam 



 


